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HAS YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA USE
INFLUENCED YOUR DESIRE TO BE
POLITICALLY ACTIVE? HOW SO?
“Social media hasn’t
necessarily affected
me, but now that
politicians are using
social media, I feel
like I’ve been more
exposed to politics
than I would have
about five or six
KARIM ELBESHBESHY,
years ago.”
freshman

One in five American 15 year olds who took the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) in 2018 have the
expected reading proficiency of a 10 year old. Photo Illustration by Jackson Estwanick

editorialBOARD
IMPROVING LITERACY
JACK BERRY,

EVERY THREE YEARS, THE U.S. TAKES PART IN
the Programme for International Student Assessment
(PISA), which tests 15 year olds around the globe on
core subjects of reading, math and science. Including
79 countries and economies and representing more
than 32 million students, the results of the 2018
test determined that the U.S., while performing
adequately, had certain unacceptable results,
indicative of necessary changes in our education
system.
For 18 years, students in the U.S. have not
improved in their reading abilities while multiple
other countries, such as Germany, Estonia and
Portugal have.
The lack of progression in education is regression,
especially in America where inequities are most
clearly visible through the public school system.
The lack of improvement in school performance
is indicative of the way we have been and are
continuing to fail our children.
Aside from comparing ourselves to other
countries, an admittedly flawed measurement when
accounting for our supposedly holistic education
system, we are lacking as per our own standards as
well.
Two-thirds of American children are not
proficient readers, according to the National
Assessment of Educational Progress. And this lag
isn’t made up for by age. The PISA determined
a fifth of American test takers’ scores at age 15
showed they didn’t reach the proficiency of reading
abilities expected of a 10 year old, according to
Andreas Schleicher, director of education and skills
at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD).
Clearly, our literacy education is flawed from the
start and these setbacks follow students through their
educational careers. Literacy is vital to becoming a
responsible citizen and a knowledgeable consumer of
media, especially during times when information is
everywhere and can be misconstrued in a matter of
minutes.
However, our district is working toward
improving student literacy and helping those who
might be struggling. RSD recently bought access
to Learning ALLY and has been using Read 180 for
the past three years. Both programs were built to

help those struggling in learning and reading, giving
students and educators opportunities to utilize more
resources to improve literacy education.
The district also addresses the need to help
immigrant students achieve literacy in English
through programs like Building Bridges. Incentives
such as this result in the U.S. having a smaller
achievement gap between native-born students and
immigrant students than in peer nations, according to
the PISA.
Clearly, the district efforts are working. This year,
according to the Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education, 61.1 percent of third
graders were either proficient or advanced in reading
compared to the state average of 48.7 percent.
However in the past year our district’s third grade
reading proficiency actually decreased more than 6
percent from 67.8 percent in 2018. As a district we
are outperforming the state average, but this recent
decrease in scores calls our methods into question
and highlights the need for change.
While we appreciate the district’s attempts to
improve literacy, there is more we can do. Reading
should be a larger part of every curriculum. Even in
STEM classes, rather than being tied to the chapters
of information in a textbook, we should incorporate
real-life works from legitimate authors. We should
focus our curriculum on learning from reading to
expand the applications of our subject matter and
move away from memorization to score points on a
test.
Reading should be a part of every subject, just
as it is in the real world. Social studies classes
like Psychology could read “Quiet: The Power of
Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking.”
Health classes could integrate a large arrange of
nonfiction literature, which would engage students
more and further help them retain the information
learned. Even math classes like Statistics could
incorporate “Outliers,” which is already part of the
AP Language and Composition curriculum. The
opportunities are endless and yet we are missing out
on them.
There is so much room to grow and expand when
it comes to literacy. Why are we limiting reading to
only language arts if in reality it belongs in every
subject?
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“For me on social
media, I don’t really
post my political
views, but I do have
social media. I feel
like posting your
views on social
media won’t get
your opinion out
because not a lot of
people will see it.”
“My social media
use has done the
exact opposite. It
has completely made
me kind of neutral
toward politics. I
have my opinions
and all that but I
see how angry and
passionate everyone
gets and it’s not
really my style.”
“It didn’t really
affect me when I
was a freshman,
but as I’ve gotten
older, I feel like
there are a lot
more controversial
topics that relate
to me more. So I
think social media
has definitely
encouraged me to
be more politically
active.”
“As a teacher, I have
to be politically
unbiased, and I can’t
express my views
one way or another.
I don’t feel it is right
to post politically
sensitive subjects
because I don’t
want the wrong idea
perceived of me.”

