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VOTING
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With the presidential election on the horizon, the question
of who will hold office as of Jan. 21, 2021 remains.
When the polls open Nov. 3. the voter pool will be
drastically different from the 2016 presidential election. As
more Gen Z (born 1997-after) citizens turn 18, the younger
generations hold a clear majority, and the possibility of the
younger generations outvoting the baby boomers (born
1946-1964) has become more likely.
According to the Pew Research Center, there are now
10 million fewer eligible voters among the Boomer and
older generations than there were in 2014 due to deaths.
Since the boomer electorate is declining in size and
the millennials (1981-1996) continue to grow through
immigration and naturalization, it is only a matter of
time before millennials are the largest generation in the
electorate.
Pew Research results also show that even if 70% of
boomers turn out, millennials and Gen X (1965-1980) only
need to have a turn out rate of 54.5% to outvote the older
generation.
However, this estimate only holds up if Gen X,
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According to Gallup News polls, older generations of
Americans are much more likely to describe their political
views as conservative.
However, if the younger generations outvote the
boomers and the last of the Silent Generation (1928-1945),
it is likely that the election will yield democratic results.
Pew Research studies show that 55% of all millennials
identified as Democrats or Democratic-leaning
independents, while just 33% identified as Republicans.
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standards as our fine arts programs. We have the best choir
program. A better auditorium would help elevate our other
programs,” senior Tino Bono said.
The fine arts programs have had to work in a small
auditorium. The choir program performs concerts at Zion
Lutheran Church for more seating and better acoustics.
The band program lacks enough seating to fit all bands
performing at a concert and everyone attending the
concert. The Drama Club works around a dilapidated
sound system, broken floor boards on the stage, and torn

With 23 candidates on the Missouri Democratic ballot, Howell narrows it
down
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Gen eral M un i ci pal

Members of FHSD Board of Education– Vote for 3
• Mike Sommer
• Mary Lange
• Patrick Lane
• Douglas Ziegemeier
• Peggy Sherwin
Prop S– Yes or No. Needs 57% to pass
Shall the Board of Education of the Francis Howell R-III School District, St.
Charles County, Missouri, borrow money in the amount of Two Hundred
Forty Four Million Dollars for the purpose of acquiring land and buildings
and constructing, renovating, repairing, expanding, improving, furnishing
and equipping school sites, buildings and related facilities for school
purposes in the District, including, but not limited to safety improvements
at District facilities, and issue general obligation bonds for the payment
thereof?

Who would you choose March 10?

At 18, it’s your right
as a citizen

millennials, and Gen Z turn out on election day. In past
elections, the younger generations have had a poor record
for voter turnout.
“As of right now my vote is the only way I can make a
change. It’s also my civic duty,” senior Stephanie Johnson
said.
Pew Research data shows that only 26% of Gen X and
23% of millennials who were eligible turned out to vote
in the presidential election in 2016. If this trend repeats,
the boomers could match or even outvote the younger
generations in the 2020 election.
“With the younger generation, we will see an increase
in voter activity. They are way more involved in politics.
The internet has allowed more access to information about
current issues,” math teacher and millennial Zach Forsythe
said.
A change in the majority also signals a change in
politics.
If the boomers have a greater rate of turnout than the
millennials, it is likely that a more conservative result will
occur.

New Howell North, new Howell auditorium

April 7, FHSD is attempting to pass Proposition S.
The school board unanimously voted to place the no tax
increase bond issue on the ballot. If passed, FHSD will
borrow a total of $244 million. Prop S will not increase
teacher pay. Instead, the bond issue will address repairs and
additions needed for the 29 different facilities owned by the
district.
Ranging from new floors, new classrooms, and new
schools, the bond is meant to revamp the entire district’s
facilities. The major changes include a new building for
Howell North and possibly for Union, along with several
new additions to Howell.
No changes to Howell will affect students currently
enrolled. While most schools are expected to receive a few
additions and repairs within the first two years after Prop
S passes, construction at Howell will not begin until 5-10
years after the bond passes. Additions to Howell are not
expected to be completed for over 20 years, ending with a
new floor in the academic wing.
The first changes will target the most common
complaints about the school. After Union is demolished,
the parking lot will be expanded in its place. Shortly after
that district plans to replace the auditorium, a dilapidated
and defunct facility that fine arts students have long
complained about. The district will also build new tennis
courts shortly after repairing the cracked and uneven
courts. FHSD also plans to replace the turf on the main
field, then putting turf on the grass practice field a few years
later. There are currently no plans to replace and repair the
turf on the baseball diamonds.
One addition that will benefit a small section of the
school is the construction of a new auditorium.
“Our current fine arts facilities are not up to the same
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curtains. Unlike the other fine art departments in St.
Charles county, Howell does not host any competitions or
cross-district events. Ft. Zumwalt South hosts an annual
choir competition. Howell Central hosts the cross-district
jazz concert and the improv competition “Battle of the
Howells.” Howell hosts nothing related to the fine arts.
Prop S is a bond issue and not a tax levy. Taxes will not
be raised, and the money will not be borrowed all at the
same time. Prop S will authorize the district to borrow $244
million to develop and repair old facilities.

Why you should vote
as explained by history teacher
Jennifer Flores

Q: Why is it important to vote?
A: Each person’s vote counts, and it is part of
our civic responsibility. People who say “Why
should I vote, it doesn’t even count” are wrong.
Our vote defines our citizenship.
Q: Why do you exercise your right to vote?
A: It’s my voice in national, state, and local
issues. I believe in the democratic process and
living in a democracy.
Q: What would you say to students who
are debating whether or not to vote in the
upcoming election?
A: If you’re 18, it’s part of your civic duty. If you
like the way things are, vote. If you don’t like
the way things are, vote. That’s the way things
change. You can’t complain if you don’t vote.
I’ve only missed one election in my life.
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