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“We had an
undefeated
stretch, and I
became a great
player.”

The well known Clayton-Ladue rivalry has
never been so alive. Not losing to Clayton in years,
the team took a loss Sept. 17 after going into
double overtime mid-season making many of the
players upset.
“We put neither the effort nor the mentality
into the game,” Kevin Jiang (12) said. “It was a wake
up call, we had to get our act together if we
wanted even the slightest chance at winning state.”
The team changed their work ethic after a pep
talk from coach David Aronberg. They agreed to
work hard for each win then on forward.
“Aronberg told us that we’d played a decent
game but suffered from a poor first half and [not]
marking Clayton’s best player [which] at the end
cost us the game,” Hugh Chan (10) said.

Michael Workineh (10)
“I [had] a greater
drive to win, and I
made a lot of new
and older friends
as a freshman.”
Dylan Melnick (9)
“I loved
representing my
school. I will miss
seeing my team
every day.”
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Jack Kirby (10)

1.HARD STOPS: Stopping the ball from a hard pass,
Kevin Jiang (12) moves the ball up the field. Jiang
plays midfield and forward and focuses on assists
and goals. “Soccer harmoniously blends physicality
with skill; physical endurance with mental
perseverance; individuality with teamwork: it’s the
perfect sport,” Jiang said. (photo by m. lochmoeller) 2.
CUTTING IN: Dribbling the ball up the field, forward
Jonathan Pitts (12) looks up to see where his
teammates are. Both Clayton and Ladue had many
shots on goal Sept. 17. (photo by z. weller) 3. NO TIME TO
WASTE: Running down the field with the ball, Grayson
Francis (9) prepares to pass. Francis was a freshman
on varsity and played an average 38 minutes per
game. (photo by z. weller) 4. CORNERING IN: Preparing to
head the ball during an offensive corner, Grant
Powell (12) moves between players from John
Burroughs. The team had five corners named regular,
bunch, rabbit, fox and rodeo. (photo by z. weller)
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Soon, their record was filling up with more
wins and the team was ready for post season. In
order to win districts, the team would have to play
Clayton a second time Oct. 31.
“The game was an incredible experience,”
Jacob Korn (10) said. “All the work the lads put in to
that point to beat them was truly amazing.”
Winning against Clayton avenged the team’s
previous loss. The game went into double overtime,
like the first, but with a different outcome than
the game Sept. 17. Many of the players believe
winning the second game meant more.
“It was the most meaningful win I had in my
three years of varsity,” Jonathan Pitts (12) said. “I
never wanted to beat a team more than I wanted
to beat Clayton in that game.”
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Captains Grant Powell (12),
Jacob Guhr (12) and Mateo Hearst (12)
share how they lead the team.

GP: It was my
fourth year on
varsity so I was able
to teach the
younger lads a thing
or two on and off
the field.

“I wasn’t expecting [amazing
chemistry). We started off as
a group of individuals and
ended as a close-knit team.”
Sam Cobin (10)
boys soccer
sports
aug. 5-nov. 6
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Junior varsity players share
their favorite moments
from the past season.

Varsity soccer unexpectedly
loses to Clayton Sept. 17 for
the first time in years after
double overtime, creating a
new spark for the remainder
of the team’s season.

MH: I worked hard
on and off the field
to make sure
everyone was
focused and working
hard throughout the
season.

JG: I try to make
soccer a fun and
inclusive
environment. I
always encourage
them to give it
100% on the field.
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5. CELEBRATING THE DUB: Playing against Clayton for the second time and for the
district championship title, teammates run off the field towards the student section
after avenging their previous loss. This game went into double overtime Oct. 31,
like the first game. “[The best part of the season] was definitely districts and
winning against Clayton,” Jacob Korn (10) said. “Keeping our seven year straight
district championship [was amazing.]” (photo by z. weller) 6. CELEBRATING LOSSES:
After scoring a goal to tie the Sept. 17 game vs. Clayton, players celebrate. Ladue
lost in penalty kicks, but players used the loss as a wake up call to thrive for the rest
of the season. “After the Clayton game, coach told us we could either give in and
the seniors could accept that this is what they would be remembered for, or we
could turn a page and try to play better soccer,” Korn said. (photo by z. weller)

Twins John Krell (9) and Connor
Krell (9) share how they work well as
brothers during a game.

Why do you think you and your brother work
well together?
JK: We have been playing on the same
team for about 10 years now.
CK: When I play midfield, I already
know where he is going to be, so I
can play the perfect ball. When I
play forward, we’re right next to
each other, and we just go back
and fourth with the ball.
What is the best goal you
and your brother
created?
JK: Scoring the game winner
volley from 40 yards out upper
90.
CK: We were losing 2-0 with 15
minutes left against Webster. We
tied the game, and then I play a
corner, it bounces around the
box, my brother gets on the ball,
shoots a volley and we win the
game 3-2.

