GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

Students from U. City, Ladue and Webster
Groves come together downtown on March
24 to participate in the March for Our
Lives, a nationwide protest organized by
Never Again MSD (student-led political
action committee) and Everytown for
Gun Safety. “I thought it was important
for students to exercise their right to free
speech because how close we are to the
issue of school shootings,” Nathan Hill,
junior, said.

Intruder drills just part of school life in age of increased mass shootings in schools
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Multiple gunshots fired in the hallway.
Teachers barricading the doors. People hiding
in closets. This may sound like the climax of
an action movie, but it’s actually just another
day at U. City. On a weekday where students
were given the day off, the entire staff was in
the building, participating in a school shooting
simulation led by Tier One Tactical Solutions.
Brian Ashley, social studies teacher,
participated in the drill. He explained that there
were multiple stages of the four-hour training.
“In the first part, we were in a classroom and
informed that there was an active shooter in the
building,” Ashley said. “We worked to try and
barricade ourselves in.”
From there, another simulation was run,
where teachers had to decide what to do in the
event of a shooting. Gunshots rang out in the
hallway.
“We had the option to either barricade
ourselves in or get out of the building,” Ashley
said.
Towards the end of the training, there was
one final simulation, consisting of an active
shooter in the classroom.
“We were in our classrooms, and someone

started firing a [starter] gun,” Ashley said. “We
had to find something to throw at him, and then
get behind a desk.”
When students across America walk into
school, they’re supposed to feel safe and secure.
But in 2018, this isn’t always the case. With
school shootings becoming more and more
prevalent, students and teachers alike feel as
though their safety is being jeopardized.
According to the organization Everytown for
Gun Safety, as of Dec. 1, the United States has
seen 86 shootings on school grounds in the past
year alone. That statistic hits close to home for
many students, and has some wondering how
safe they really are in school.
Jayla Fitch, junior, worries that the growing
number of shootings impacts how parents feel
about their children’s safety.
“I think it’s making people kind of hesitant
about sending their kids to high schools, or
just American schools in general,” Fitch said.
“Because guns are so easily accessed, there can
be a shooting anywhere.”
As part of the generation that grew up postColumbine, Fitch recalled the 2012 Sandy Hook
Elementary School massacre, which occurred
when she was in fifth grade. She explained that
since then, the country has seen many more

During this simulation, teachers barricade the door and stand
ready with chairs to protect each other. “We were going through
the protocol to defend ourselves,” said Nathan Pipes, social
studies teacher. “I picked up a chair and instructed everyone
else to do so.”

Trainers from Tier One Tactical Solutions instruct
Jacqueline Cooke, front desk receptionist. “They were
giving me pointers on how to help direct the building in
emergency situations,” Cooke said. PHOTOS COURTESY
OF TIER ONE TACTICAL SOLUTIONS

school shootings, and she has noticed a shift in
the way people view the issue.
“Now, as we’re growing older, we’re realizing
that this is more of a problem,” Fitch said.
“There could be a shooting at recess. There
could be a shooting at lunch. There could be a
shooting anywhere.”
Last spring, many students participated
in a National School Walkout on the 19th
anniversary of Columbine in support of stopping
school violence. One of the organizers of the
local event was senior Rowan Hoel, who has
been very outspoken on the issue of gun violence
and its impact on U.S. schools. Her activism was
sparked by the many school shootings the U.S.
has recently endured.
“I hate that a school shooting had to make
me more aware of gun violence that happens
daily, but I think that it forced me to get more
involved,” Hoel said. “The mass shootings we’ve
seen over the past few years have shone a light
on gun violence.”
Hoel explained that the frequent shootings
have changed the way she feels in school.
“Now, [school shootings] are always kind
of in the back of my head,” Hoel said. “But at
the same time, you can’t live in fear of that
happening.”

Teachers listen to instruction from a Tier One Tactical
Solutions trainer. “We were debriefing about the
decisions we made to either flee the building or stay
and hide,” said Awrey Henderson, math teacher.

Most mass shootings barely survive 24-hour news cycle
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Everybody knows the big names like Sandy Hook, Pulse and
Parkland. These are the names that have received more news
coverage than most stories. However, mass shooting are so frequent
that people have a tendency to simply forget about many of them.
From the Sandy Hook shooting on Dec. 14, 2012 until Dec. 3
of this year, there have been 1,913 mass shootings, according to
the online publication Vox, which tracks mass shootings and the
number of people injured and killed in them.
The website reads, “So far in 2018, 365 people have been killed
and 1,296 wounded in 327 mass shootings.”
That means that there has been almost one fatal victim in a
mass shooting every day this year. With that statistic, it is almost
impossible for every shooting to get its deserved media coverage.
And if every single mass shooting was covered, people would have
no time to hear about anything else. And with everything else
happening in this country surrounding politics and the economy, it
just isn’t possible to cover every single mass shooting with fidelity.
Because shootings occur so often, they are now in the 24-hour
news cycle and then disappear. They go in one ear from the news,
hang out in the memory for a few days and then head on out the
other ear.
Cory Barber, junior, said he remembers a mass shooting “for
maybe a week at the most, because it happens so much.”
“It’s just another time, another day,” said Barber. “It’s just
normal at this point.”
The incident at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School made
headlines across the globe. The student-led activism that came as a
result from the shooting in Parkland Florida, where 17 students were
killed on Feb. 14, survived the 24-hour news cycle and stretched
into at least nine months of media coverage. Students in Parkland
knew that school shootings were so frequent and easily forgotten,

so they decided they would not let the world dismiss this one.
Students organized the “March for Our Lives” protest for stricter
gun laws, they landed the cover of Time magazine and have met
with lawmakers to enact the changes they believe should be made.
However, even after the Parkland shooting and everything the
students did, mass shootings continued to happen.
“... If us (sic) students have learned anything, it’s that if you don’t
study, you will fail,” said Emma Gonzalez, Parkland survivor, at a
gun control rally just a few days after the shooting. “And in this case
if you actively do nothing, people continually end up dead, so it’s
time to start doing something.”
America’s weak gun laws could be at least partially to blame. A
chart on Vox showed that the United States has “the weakest gun
laws in the developed world.” The chart compares many different
countries’ guns per 10 people and gun related deaths per 100,000
people. Ireland’s place on the chart shows that they have less than 10
guns per 100 people and around one gun-related death per 100,000
people. The United States, on the other hand, has a little over 100
guns per 100 people and around 12 gun-related deaths per 100,000
people.
“So many people are getting [guns] legally because it’s so easy to
get them legally,” Phoebe Thoroughman, senior, said. “Then tons of
people are getting them illegally because they’re getting them from
the people who have them legally.”
The longest amount of time with no reported mass shootings was
11 days in January 2013, from Jan. 8 to Jan. 18, according to Vox.
The only full calendar week without a mass shooting laid within
those 11 days.
“Mass shootings happen so often, people are immune to it these
days,” Shawn Hall, senior, said. “It’s like ‘another person shot up a
school’ and it’s only in the news for 2-3 days and we go on with our
lives.”

When it comes to making schools safer, Hoel
feels there are actions our country can take to
protect our students.
“I think common sense gun control is a
pretty obvious one,” Hoel said. “It’s ridiculous
how easily accessible guns are in this country.”
Some teachers have voiced their concerns on
the issue as well. Peggy Halter, English teacher,
thinks it’s unfair that students have to live in
a world where school shootings are a constant
threat.
“Children should never have to go to school
worrying about becoming a victim of gun
violence,” Halter said.
Halter believes the school is being proactive
in preventing gun-related mayhem, but that it
could take more action to fully ensure the safety
of students.
“I feel as though safety in our school is being
adequately addressed by both the district and
building leaders,” she said. “However, I have
always thought that adding an extra layer of
security would make us just a bit safer, buy a
little more time, or give us advanced warning in
the event of an active shooter.”
During the active-shooter simulation,
Michael Peoples, principal, participated
alongside his fellow administrators and staff. He

explained the logistics of the training drills.
“There was a team of [off-duty police]
officers who came over to deliver the training,”
Peoples said. “The training started off with a
presentation. It provided some data on school
shootings and police response time.”
Peoples said that from there, the staff put
their knowledge to the test in a school shooting
simulation.
“We were separated into groups, placed
in classrooms, and told that we would be
participating in some active shooter training
that was very realistic and intense,” Peoples
said. “Once we completed those, we were moved
upstairs, and the main office went through a
situational drill.”
Peoples said he feels a great deal of pressure
as the head of the building, and an obligation to
keep his students safe.
“In school shootings, adults are ultimately
responsible for the safety of our students,”
Peoples said. “As the building principal, I
am responsible for everyone, both staff and
students. The unfortunate reality is that school
shootings have occurred, and my heart’s desire
is that nothing like that would ever occur at any
point of my career.”
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An unidentified group of protesters block an intersection in downtown St. Louis during the March for Our
Lives on March 24. They echo the sentiments of the student-led protests of Parkland survivors. PHOTO BY
LINSEY SPARKS
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STAFF EDITORIAL

AMERICA’S NEW NORMAL
The wholesale killing of innocent people has become
normalized.
Watching the news a few weeks ago on the morning after a mass
shooting in California left 12 innocent people dead, it was alarming
to see the way the news anchors spoke about the tragedy in such
an unaffected way. It was enough to make people turn off the TV.
It becomes so unsettling to see people gloss over the murders of
dozens of civilians like it’s nothing more than the weather report.
And all we ever do is send our thoughts and prayers to the victims
and their families. We need to implement legislation and strategies
that will minimize gun violence.
We know, we all know, that it’s just a matter of time, maybe only
days, until the next story airs about some deranged killer who’s
emptied his chamber into a crowd of people.
Ever since the first real “mass shooting” at Columbine High
School in 1999, there have been over 50 shootings that left five or
more people dead. It seems like there’s one in the news every few
weeks.
It’s this trend that is so disconcerning. The fact that the
population seems content with violence, as if we have recognized it
as a part of American life.
Sure, there is still plenty of coverage over these events, or at least
the notable ones. The Las Vegas shooting that claimed the lives of
58 innocents sent the U.S. into shock and frenzy for a month, but
that quickly vanished like so many traumatic events in this country.
But that’s the thing: It’s hard not to forget because of the immensity
and frequency. A little over a month after Las Vegas, Americans
again had to deal with a rampage during a church service in Texas

where a shooter killed 25 people.
This is our modern society. This is our pandemic. It sits there
over our heads, and it will continue to dominate headlines until
the term “mass shooting” has no meaning left. The swift descent
into madness, where we can accept these tragedies and brush them
off while foolishly believing it will never happen to us is extremely
dangerous to the nation and every person in it. We can no longer
say with any confidence that these are isolated instances that
will never affect us personally. It can happen to anyone, anytime,
anywhere.
There will be incidents in our society. There are horrible people
who do terrible things, but not with the regularity at which today’s
generation has witnessed. Even so, as horrifying as it is to think
about the possibility and certainty of future events, it is even more
jarring to watch as we pretend that it is so normal. These are
people, children often, whom we allow to be slaughtered like farm
animals, their lives cut short, and we have the audacity to brush
over it without hardly a second thought, without recognizing the
problem plaguing society, without educating and reforming the
systems that allow it to happen.
Gun control has to be a priority, and long, difficult conversations
around mental health have to begin. The issue of mass shootings is
not one that we should take lightly, because it is utterly unnerving
to see the problem fester to the point where the most disturbing
part of a killing is the lack of distress it causes. If this is the future
we are willing to tolerate, however, one in that we are no longer
devastated for more than a few moments over terroristic acts, then
large scale death will only become more prevalent.

