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state of

MIND
road to semifinals
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Varsity huddling, the team prepares
before the Francis Howell game, Aug.
25. The Wildcats won, 26-13.

beginning
Practices went all summer, solo and as a team, so varsity was
ready to face Fort Zumwalt West, Aug. 18. The Wildcats won, 45-26.
“We'd been doing good in our summer practices, so we felt
confident going in,” Adam Fuqua, defensive back, said. “We had
mostly veteran players and a strong senior class that knew how to
win. Having mostly experienced players gave us an upper hand
because we'd been through this before and were well prepared.”

league play
The Wildcats blew through their regular season undefeated, 9-0.
“State was a dream seniors have had forever and was always in
the back of our minds throughout the season,” Kurtis
Winegardner, center, said. “The regular season was important
because of the challenges it put us through, like injuries and tough
teams that we'd face again. If we weren't favored to win a game, we
defied odds, and that gave us confidence to keep pushing.”

districts

The next level didn't stop varsity from winning every district game.
“We felt confident going into districts. We had beaten Lindbergh
and Lafayette once, so we knew we could do it again,” Gunnar
Herbert, wide receiver, said. “Both teams only had a few decent
players, so we keyed in on shutting those players down and
executed well. A big challenge we faced, though, was constant
injuries. Our coaches made sure we got rest along with practice.”
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semifinals
Their season ended with a loss to CBC, 42-7, Nov. 10.
“We prepared with the same mindset as any other week: to
win,” Benjamin Hunnius, linebacker, said. “There were emotions
packed into this game. If we won, we would have gone to state for
the second time in history. We were well prepared, but they
recruited, so the skill level was different. It was rough to have
worked that hard and not make it to state, but we had a good run.”

ethan fine

VARSITY FOOTBALL
12W-1L
Fort Zumwalt West
Francis Howell
Pattonville
Marquette
Lafayette
Parkway South
McCluer North
Lindbergh
Northwest
districts: Seckman
districts: Lafayette
district championship: Lindbergh
state semifinals: CBC

45-26
26-13
31-7
42-0
28-14
38-0
56-0
41-10
49-12
70-6
14-12
24-0
7-42
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front row: Andrew Manetzke, Chandler Nelson, Robert Busby, Joshua Wetzel, Preston Gonzales,
Dylan Gray, Nathan Clar, Thaddeus Bielecki, Justin Puyear, Darius Warren, Brendan Carter. second
row: Julien Cifarelli, Jamal Pittman, Kurtis Winegardner, Logan Hajec, William Morse, Dominic
Mott, Tucker Krause, Christion Watson, Ronin Brown, Brandon Shipley, Brendan Meyers. third
row: Daxon Dubroc, Hunter Mulholland, Cameron Mason, D'Antoine Mcmillan, Kaelin Hammer,
Devin Schneider, Brennan Linn, Michael Cochren, Randale Martin, Caleb Warren, Nicholas Plattner,
Drew Johnson. fourth row: Andrew Holtz, Brady Wood, Blake Thebeau, Zachary Valentine, Shane
Lockwood, Carter Beecher, Adam Fuqua, William Seymour, Garrett Fain, Riley Nottingham, Ethan
Timm, Tyler Duerfahrd. fifth row: Stephen Beeler, Isaac Wengler, Nathan McGorry, Jaylon
Cannon, Tucker Tandy, Troy Unser, Tanner Luedtke, Tyler Kennedy, Antonio Sanders, Ethan
Gossman, Carter Davis. sixth row: John Sabo, Trey Ruckman, Thomas Burke, Clayton Fonke, Trent
Obermoeller, Hassan Haskins, Benjamin Hunnius, Gunnar Herbert, Jacob McCollum, Marvin
Brown, Cameron Martin, Carvelle Keely, Jacob Vankleeck. seventh row: Kyle Miller, Dylan Yallaly,
Andrew Cazzaniga, Joshua Baker, Matthew Gentry, Myles Ragsdale, Avery Taggart, Andrew
Boyer, Nathan Kovis, Jack Burke, Nicholas Wangerin, Justin Watson, Brendan Schlittler. back row:
Luke Thuston, Tony LaRusso, Tyler Wasson, Ryan Thornhill, Jesse Zeugin, Jacob Sumner, Pete
Grace, Josh Flores, Drew Hagan, Andy McCollum.
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In the locker room, seniors
controlled over a bluetooth speaker
the music they listened to to get
excited before a game.
“There is not one type of music we
stick to,” Jamal Pittman, defensive
end, said. “Anything goes because it's
our time to mess around and have fun
before we get into game mode.”
While warming up on the field,
rock or rap playlists that the players
made themselves blasted from the
loudspeakers to get them ready to go.
“When warming up the loud and
fast music helps us get pumped up,”
William Seymour, linebacker, said.
“We play those genres so that we can
begin to ready ourselves for playing.”
A Wildcat tradition since 2003, the
song “Hells Bells” by AC/DC
introduced the players onto the field
at the beginning of every home game.
“Nothing beats that slow walk up
onto the field” Thomas Burke, kicker,
said. “When we hear ’Hells Bells’
something stirs up inside of us, and
we're all ready to go.”

locker room

IN

players pump up
music on and off
the field

warm-ups

tune

walk on

Weaving like a wildcat, Jhalon
Asher-Sanders, wide receiver,
advances the ball during the game
against Francis Howell, Aug. 25. “I
get a little nervous when I’m
playing,” Asher-Sanders said. “At
the same time, my energy level is
high, and there's nothing that
compares to it.” The Wildcats won,
26-13. Tackle effective, Trent
Obermoeller, wide receiver, keeps
an opponent from scoring during
the game against Pattonville, Sept.
1. “I like football because it's a team
sport,” Obermoeller said. “You
have 60 or more guys who are like
your brothers grinding out there
every day with you. That's unlike
any other sport.” The Wildcats won,
31-7. Yardage gained, Hassan
Haskins, running back, advances
the ball during the game against
Lindbergh, Nov. 3. “I always try my
best when we play,” Haskins said.
“I score a lot of touchdowns and
gain a lot of yards. I play my part
and do my role.” The Wildcats won,
24-0. Opponent evaded, Tyler
kaylee todd Kennedy, quarterback, runs the
ball during the game against
Lindbergh, Oct. 6. “Quarterback is
my favorite position to play because
I constantly have the ball,” Kennedy
said. “I’m in control of every
offensive play that happens, and
I’m a big part of the game.” The
Wildcats won, 41-10. Opposition
outpaced, Avery Taggart, tight
end, gains yards during the district
game against Seckman, Oct. 20.
“Football is an amazing sport,”
Taggart said. “Being under the
lights doing something I love and
having a crowd to support me
makes me love it even more.” The
kaylee todd Wildcats won, 70-6. Ball secured,
Randale Martin, defensive end,
pushes toward the end zone during
the state semifinal game against
against CBC, Nov. 10. “Our last
game tested us and pushed all of us
to our limits,” Martin said. “We
were desperate to win, and we had
worked hard for it over the season
but in the end it wasn't enough.”
The Wildcats lost, 7-42.

kaylee todd
Julien Cifarelli, quarterback,
warms up on the field before
the game against Francis
Howell, Aug. 25. The Wildcats
won, 26-13.

practice makes

PERFECT

64

varsity’s time
practicing by the
numbers

total practices during the summer and fall. The team
started practices in June to prepare themselves. “Even
though it's a lot, I love what I do,” Brendan Schlittler, offensive
tackle, said. “It'd be insane to be on the field day after day for that
long if you didn't enjoy what you do.”

192

total hours the varsity team practiced
approximately. Not including hours players put in on
their own. “We put a lot of hard work in to get to districts,” Brendan
Carter, defensive tackle, said. “I’d do anything now to get the chance
to do it again. Time flies, and senior year went by too fast.”
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