HOW DID CANCER

affect you?
“Both of my grandmas have
been diagnosed with breast
cancer, and have won their
battles.”
- Sydney Feltenstein(12)
“It's concerning knowing
that somebody has it and
you can't do anything
about it.”
- Angela Deposki(10)
“I have lost a lot of family
members, and it's hard but
everyone values life more
because of it.”
- Sydney Bommarito(9)
“Both of my aunts had
cancer. Cancer sucks. “
- Kayla Weik(10)

“It's taken me several
years to get over the
emotional stress.”
- Kayla Griffith(12)

KEEPING
IT
together

student carries on
despite the worry of cancer
Cancer not only affected those
diagnosed, but had widespread reach to
all the people in that person's life,
especially the family. Megan
Schraut(10) knew the struggle of
having family members diagnosed with
cancer all too well. Both her mother and
grandmother were diagnosed with
breast cancer.
“You hear all the stories about people
not making it, so you don't know what's
going to happen. You're scared of losing
your family member,” Schraut said.
On top of that, the stresses of school
created another dimension to the worry
and paranoia Schraut already struggled
with.
“It's really hard to focus at school; you
never know if you are about to get a
phone call saying your loved one just
passed away,” Schraut said.
Still, the effort to stay positive stayed
in Schraut’s head, reminding her of
hope and to focus on the time she still
had. She tried to keep an up looking
state of thought.
“You don't know what to expect; you
just have to take it one day at a time,”
Schraut said.

ALL IN FORwil
student uses soccer as a way to cope
with cancer

Soccer had always had a massive part of his life, even when he could
influence on William Ohler(11)’s life. not play with them.
Since he was three years old, the
“Soccer allowed Wil to express
sport not only taught Ohler
himself through the sport and was a
endurance, but also taught him
major inspiration towards the team.
moral lessons at a young age.
He motivated us to work and play
“Soccer has pretty much defined
harder as a team, since he was
my life. When I was younger, it gave unable to play, and we were
me an outlet for all my energy.
fortunate enough to do so,” Joseph
Soccer teaches you discipline and
Marchi(11) said.
hard work and how to overcome
The inability to play was a
obstacles,” Ohler said.
different kind of challenge from the
While he grew up, he practiced
rest of the cancer process, but
with a diligence that only came with despite everything he had been
true love of something. This led
through, Ohler had hope for the
Ohler to strive to
future. He strived to
“This journey has made me become healthy
play soccer
competitively. The
realize that there is nothing again, no matter
connections he had in life that I won't be able to what stood in his
with his friends
way. He received
overcome,”
through soccer only
support from almost
Ohler
said
.
furthered his love for
all members of the
the game.
community:
“There is something to be said for principals, friends, old teammates
working together with some of your
and strangers alike.
best friends towards a goal, more
“Basically my life has been put on
specifically the goal of winning. The
one long pause button. There is not
offense, midfield and defense work
one part of my life physically,
together to create something bigger emotionally or spiritually that has not
and more powerful than any of us
been affected,” Ohler said. “I try to
could do alone,” Ohler said.
not focus on the negative and think
At16, Ohler was diagnosed with
about how I will work hard to get
T-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic
back into shape.”
Leukemia (T-ALL). Once diagnosed
Over the course of a few weeks,
with cancer, soccer was all but taken the district came together to try to
away from him. Soccer went from
make his one wish come true: go to
always being available in his life to
the soccer World Cup. When it
not being available at all, because
came to advice on how to make a
chemotherapy left him with very little difference, Ohler only had one thing
energy.
to say.
“Not playing soccer has been the
“If people want to know how they
hardest part of the entire cancer
can help, they can donate blood as
diagnosis,” Ohler said.
they will be saving kids lives every
Soccer was still important to
day,” Ohler said.
Ohler. His teammates remained a
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Goalie William Ohler (11) poses under the net for the
team that he has played on for three years. Photo by
Katelyn Meyer
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