ALISSA CALLOWAY

n

othing about the
way Alissa Calloway, senior,
strolls the halls
of KHS screams
“Hurricane
Survivor.” Nothing about the
way Alissa looks
shows she was
once a homeless 6-year-old
girl, gazing out
of a hotel room
window at the
unfamiliar streets below. She was far
from home as the world she knew
collapsed; waters from Hurricane
Katrina seeped through the doors and
pooled on the floors of her house in
New Orleans. Even though she was
young, Alissa knew her life would
never be the same.
In 2005, Alissa, in kindergarten,
along with her 2-month-old brother
and her mother, were a small portion of the population who chose
to evacuate Louisiana before the
storm. They sought shelter in various
Texas hotel rooms before moving to
Kirkwood.
“After I was staying in the hotel for a
day or two, I realized I would never go

back to that house again,” Alissa said.
“After you stay in a hotel for months
and months, with nowhere to call
your own, you realize that things are
not going to go back to the way they
were before. We pretty much lost
everything, so we had to start from
scratch. We had nothing.”
Alissa said her memories of
Louisiana were not just of Hurricane
Katrina, but rather the welcoming
environment and strong sense of
community.
“My favorite thing about growing
up in Louisiana is [that] you knew
everybody,” Alissa said. “The block
that you live on is like family. You can
go to anybody’s house and get food
and hang out. It’s like a family
everywhere you go, with friendly
people.”
Alissa said the damage of Hurricane Katrina went further than just
the loss of a childhood home. The
tragedy drove her not only further
away from her birthplace, but also
from the family and friends she knew
so well.
“Me and my closest cousin barely
talk. We used to be close, [but]
Hurricane Katrina pretty much
separated my entire family,” Alissa
said. “Before [Hurricane Katrina]

happened, we lived in a nice house,
down the block from my dad, so I
got to see him all the time. Now we
have to plan stuff to see each other,
and my family is all over the world
instead of us being in one place. It’s a
big change.”
Alissa said she thought about how
different her life would have been
in New Orleans if it was not for the
storm. But, even though it was an
unforgettable event in her life, she
said it does not define her.
“I think all the time that if Hurricane Katrina [had not happened],
my life would have [been] changed
forever. It is a big part of my life, but
everything I remember from New
Orleans isn’t about that,” Alissa said.
“I’m a ‘live in the moment’ kind of
person. You never know when your
life is going to change [so] I live my
life free of regret. I’m more than
[Hurricane Katrina].”
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“We pretty much lost everything, so we had to
start from scratch. We had nothing.”
- Alissa Calloway, senior
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