On Aug. 21, students and
faculty gathered on the football
field to witness a once in a
lifetime moment.
“I’ve heard so much about
what it is and how rare it is for
this to happen,” Alexander
Lewis(11) said. “The last eclipse
to go through St. Louis was 700
years ago.”
Most students kept in their
excitement throughout the day,
which held multiple activities
allowing students to explore the
history and science behind the

eclipse. Though total solar
eclipses occur about twice every
three years around the world,
St. Louis would not experience

“I was really excited because
when I was a ninth grader we
got to experience an eclipse,”
Karen Kershaw(Math
Department) said.
totality again for an indefinite
amount of time.
“Whenever I first heard about
it I didn’t think it was that big of

a deal, but as people talked
about it, I got more excited,”
Samantha Torti(10) said.
As the eclipse approached
totality, as well as the looming
cloud, many in the crowd grew
excited for the darkness that
was coming. However with the
excitement came pessimism.
“Initially, I was angry because
of the cloud, but I really sat and
thought about it and seeing
what we saw, even that five
seconds was really special and
valuable,” Lewis said.

cloud blocks totality from view

“My friends and I decided to
go on a camping and road
trip to Carbondale, IL.”
- Dorian Griffin(11)

IN THE
PATH
OF
cloud

“I went with my boy scout troop on a
farm, because it had a longer totality
and better view.”
- Nathan Duchinsky(9)

“I viewed it at my uncle's
house in Dittmer.”
- Madlyn Anderson(9)

“I watched at the college my dad
works at.”
- Caleb Hiers(10)

“Green Park, seeing it with
friends would be a more
memorable experience.”
- Natalie Schultejans(10)

coverage

“My extended family owns a farm in
IL where totality was longer. We
had an eclipse party.”
- Jenna Darr(12)

“I was on the baseball
bleachers, but the cloud covered
it for about a minute.”
- Luke Mooney10)

“In front of the arch, I wanted to
experience this once in a lifetime
event in the most beautiful spot in
St. Louis.”
- Samantha Schmidt(12)

WHERE DID YOUwatch ?
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thisTOTALITY HAPPENED

students give a walk through of
events happening during totality
11:49 a.m.:
Start of
Partial Eclipse

[1] With the comfort of a pillow, Jacob Dairaghi(12)
4 explains totality to Ian Bjorn(12) and Joshua
Guehring(12). “It was really cool when we got to see the
corona for the last three seconds. It was different colors at
the end,” Dairaghi said. Photo by Evelyn Reed
[2] Using their eclipse glasses provided by the school,
Emily Merlo(11) and Lauren Fiedler(11) gaze at the
sun during the partial eclipse.
[3] As the moon crosses over the sun, Karen
Kershaw(Math Department) looks over her glasses to
see the completely covered sun. Totality over the football
field lasted for approximately one minute and 40 seconds.
“As the moon passes over the sun, you can really see in a
3D way how much closer the moon is to us than the sun,”
5 Kershaw said. Photo by Trent Grempler.

12:45 p.m.: PACs head out
to the Varsity football field

1:16 p.m.: Start of Total Eclipse
“Dr. Cochran started counting down
and the cloud came in right after
’one.’ It was just a huge, huge let
down,” Robert Beckemeier(9) said.

1:18 p.m.: Diamond Ring
Effect/End of Totality

2:25 p.m: Students released for the day
“Driving home was interesting because
you wanted to look outside, but you had
to pay attention to the road,” Nicole
Nelson(11) said.

“The shadow waves on
the grass on the field
were really cool,” Rachel
Schmieder(10) said.

2:43 p.m.: End of Partial
Eclipse

[4] During an activity lesson in PAC, Michael
Malin(12) demonstrates totality with his phone
flashlight. Students were to place two different sized
ping pong balls almost a yard away from each other to
demonstrate the scale between the moon and sun.
Photo by Evelyn Reed
[5] About 20 minutes before totality, Nathan Bear(9)
relaxes in a lawn chair. Most students watched the
eclipse standing or sitting on the field, but Bear opted to
bring his own chair. Photo by Evelyn Reed
[6] Enjoying the downtime during the partial eclipse,
Riley Summerville(12) and Mihai Carman(12) play
football with their friends. Photo by Beatrix Kuhn
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ARE
YOU
watching?
participants ready
themselves for the
historic event

1

2

[1] On the field, James
Denner(Science Department) uses
a solar filter to look at the partial
eclipse. “We originally fund raised in
2004 for my Astronomy club to view
Venus pass in front of the sun,”
Denner said. Photo by Elizabeth
Schrader
[2] Prior to totality, Jordyn
Gage(12) talks to friends about the
upcoming historic event. “There were
a lot of kids outside, so you couldn't
hear the bugs or animals going
outside for the minute,” Gage said.
Photo by Beatrix Kuhn
[3] During PAC rotations, James
Faris(11) looks at the shadow casted
on the big ping pong ball from his
iPhone light. Photo by Trent Grempler
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