SOCIAL STUDYING
TECHNIQUES

STUDENTS RESPOND TO A
SURVEY ASKING ABOUT THEIR
PREFERRED STUDY METHOD

= 1%
Read the textbook
Review with a friend
Draw pictures/make stories
Answer questions in the textbook

Study guides
Re-read/re-write notes
Flashcards
Other

Study methods were a recurring theme this year, one
of the many things that varied from student to student.
While techniques for comprehending material were often
practiced in class, it was typically the activities completed
outside of class that proved to be the most helpful.
"People are different, and everyone learns in a
specific way. Personally, I just need to have content and
notes, other people are more visual, hands on or auditory
learners," Megan Vogl(11) said.

SOCIAL
STUDIES
IN ONE
WORD

1 AP Human Geography student Julia
Collins(12) researches in order to
expand her knowledge of global
populations. "I get to learn about what is
happening around the world and how
geography is more than just reading
maps," Collins said. 2 In World History,
Raymond Soto(9) acts out a scene as
King James I, talking to 'Queen Elizabeth'
and the 'peasants' of the class. As part of
the absolute monarchs unit, becoming
the ruler better helped students
understand how they ruled. 3 During
Brad Durnell(Social Studies
Department)'s World History class,
Nicholas Hilmes(9) works with partner
Bruno Grubesic(9) to reenact a
historical moment. "We were doing a
scene about some historical figures. It
was fun," Hilmes said. 4 Richard
Schodl(9) and Meredith Blucker(9)
research absolute monarchs in World
History Honors. Students wrote a resume
about their chosen monarch and talked
about their rule as if they were the leader
5 During a speed dating activity in United
States History, Brandon Kent(11) and
Rayel Anderson(11) listen intently while
classmates taught them new content.
Discussions throughout the room
intrigued the students and kept them
interacting with one another. 6 In Ashley
Lock(Social Studies Department)'s
class, students were reminded of the
importance that history has within our
society. "I used songs from the musical
'Hamilton' to teach the first unit so I
thought it would be appropriate to put a
quote from the musical in my room,"
Lock said. 7 Dominic Ries(9) portrays
Charles I while acting out the English Civil
War in Durnell's World History class. The
group had various costumes to help
visualize their roles.

2

3

"I would describe my
class as dysfunctional,
not in a bad way,
because we know what
we're doing, but we
never stop talking,"
Jacob Reuter(9) said.

HOW WOULD
YOU DESCRIBE
YOUR CLASS?

"My social studies class
is different because it's
a new teacher that has
a different teaching
style, and there's a big
mix of students," Kayla
Lucatorta(10) said.
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WHAT KEEPS YOU ENGAGED IN SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS?
"When we do hands
on projects it's
easiest because you
actually have to do
something."
- Lauren
Wiggins(9)

"I like when the
teacher uses
interesting visual
aids."
- Samantha
Sample(12)

"We do a lot of
projects, and my
teacher is really
funny."
- Mason Brandt(9)

"When I take notes,
I try to make it more
fun and colorful by
highlighting,
because I get bored
with black ink."
- Abigail Spree(9)

"The variety of
subjects and units."
- Miles Godfrey(9)
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HELPS
WITH
STUDENTS CONTINUE TO LEARN ABOUT SOCIAL
STUDIES AFTER REQUIREMENTS ARE MET
AFTER COMPLETING THE
required history courses, many students
continued to enroll in social studies
based classes. The knowledge of human
behavior and history was applicable to
almost all professions after graduation.
By learning subject matter centered
around subjects such as the human
brain all the way to foreign political
movements, students could learn to
further understand why people act in a
specific manner.
Some students continued to take
social studies classes simply because
they had run out of options for history
classes to take.
"My favorite part about social studies
is the history, because there's so much
that happened in the world that we don't

know, and people have lived lives and
had experiences that we will never get to
have," Almedin Ibisevic(12) said.
Although not all skills learned in class
were applicable yet, it was likely that they
would be for later in life.
"[Government] will apply in the
future, but not really as a teenager,
especially since I can't vote yet," Annie
Giang(11) said.
Social studies classes even acted as
preparation for the careers of students.
"I want to be a social worker for my
career, so these types of classes really
help me with that," Noelle Renick(11)
said, "I take sociology and psychology,
so that's all about how the mind works
and how people behave, so it contributes
to what I'm going to be doing."
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"I tend to doodle a
lot which helps me
stay focused and
interested as
well."
- Lelah
Schneider(11)
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