the

NEWkids in town

moving all the way from california for hockey

rshia Mitchell(12) and Alexander Werdmuller(12)
have played hockey for fifteen years. After meeting
at the age of six, the boys became fast friends and
bonded over their love for the sport. The two
watched hockey constantly as children, and spent most of
their time at the rinks either watching or playing. Mitchell
trained to be a defenseman, while Werdmuller decided to
be center position. Learning hockey at such a young age
caused the boys to grow very passionate and talented.
“I watched hockey all the time when I was a kid,”
Werdmuller said.
Originally from Southern California, Mitchell and
Werdmuller moved to St. Louis their senior year to join the
Junior Blues Hockey Team. The two were recruited by
scouts, and were lucky enough to make the move together.
Even though they had endless offers from other recruiters,
they chose to stick together.
“We got the opportunity, and this is probably the last
time we will get to play together, so we figured why not
spend senior year on the same team,” Mitchell said.
Though they were both extremely excited to go on the
adventure together, there were also aspects of the move
that concerned the two. Moving halfway across the country
to a new town and school was nerve racking enough, but

the two had to do so without their family members.
Werdmuller and Mitchell both lived with host families, but
kept in touch with their relatives back in adventure
together.
They both enjoyed playing on the Junior Blues team,
and hope to join college teams in the future. The Junior
Blues season went very well for the two and the team.
Right away, Mitchell and Werdmuller saw the
differences between Missouri from California.
“The first thing I noticed was definitely the weather.
Right when we got here it was the middle of August and
insanely humid,” Mitchell said.
They also quickly noticed the difference in food. Most
people grow up eating toasted raviolis in St. Louis, but
growing up in California, Werdmuller and Mitchell never
had the chance.
“St. Louis Bread Company, P'sghettis, Imo's Pizza
and St. Louis Pizza and Wings are our favorite
restaurants; the toasted raviolis are really good too,”
Werdmuller said.
Though moving from California to Missouri was a big
change, Werdmuller and Mitchell got through it with the
help from their family, teammates and each other.

1 | Werdmuller skates back to the
other side of the rink in order to help defend the
goal at a Junior Blues hockey game. "I've always
loved hockey because of the traveling, the games
and the friendships I've made along the way,"
Werdmuller said.
2 | Mitchell tries to stop his opponent
from scoring a goal. "I love hockey because it's an
escape from life. Plus there is nothing I enjoy more
than playing the best sport in the world," Mitchell
said.
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what's different
about MISSOURI?

"The school is a lot more
challenging, and I like that. It is also
different because of the safe
campus environment."
- Evan Adams(10)
From Georgia

"It rained everyday there. Here is a lot
more dry."
- Olivia Krause(11)
From Florida

"People are more casual in the way
they dress, and do not stray from the
norm."
- Brooks Hall(12)
From Vietnam

"It is a lot more suburban here, there
are different traditions too, like jokes
on halloween and thin crust pizza."
- Kavita Krell(12)
From Indiana
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