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For big kids, Halloween
is more than Trick or
Treating and wearing
a cheap costume. It
requires stepping out
of your comfort zone
and seeking a good
old-fashioned scare.

Things That Go Bump In The Night

Students share scariest moments of their lives through various fears, events
jessica collins • lifestyles editor
A fear is defined as an unpleasant emotion caused by a
conclusion that someone or something is dangerous, likely to
cause pain, or a threat.
No matter how much someone reassures a person that the
said thing isn’t going to harm them, they continue to run miles
away from it.
Fear is closely related to emotional anxiety which occurs
as the result of threats perceived to be uncontrollable or
unavoidable. People can’t control what they are afraid of, and
that is what makes some of them odd or eccentric.
Senior Kinley Sweeten has placed a distasteful stigma on
cotton balls.
“I just don’t like the feel and the screechy sound they make
when you squish them,” Sweeten said.
Depending on the phobia, fears can cause conflict in
everyday life for that person.
“If I want to take my nail polish off, I use Q-Tips so I can
avoid touching the cotton balls. The nail salon is always an
uncomfortable place for me because I know what’s coming,”
Sweeten said.
Just thinking about the feared object or situation can make
people anxious. When a person is actually exposed to the
thing that they fear, the terror is automatic and overwhelming.
“One time at my friend’s house, a bunch of the girls threw
a of cotton balls at me to be funny. I can handle cotton shirts,
in fact I love them, I just do not like raw cotton balls because
the feeling and sound freaks me out. It gives me the chills even

when I see other people using them.”
Fears can consist of many things, most of them are
bound to be untrue but that doesn’t stop a person from being
completely and utterly terrified. Fears can be learned by
experiencing or watching a frightening traumatic accident.
“When I was little, my older sister told me a scary story
about a camel. Shortly after, I went to a petting zoo and
decided to conquer my fear. The camel bit my hand so ever
since I have been scared of them,” senior Gina Yu said.
“I just think their humps look weird and the concept of
them freaks me out. Their odd looking faces add to their
creepiness.”
When fears appear to be different, many people believe
they are illegitimate. People don’t seem to take phobias
seriously when they peculiar or odd.
“Sometimes throughout the day my friends will shove
pictures of camels in my face. When I start to cry they realize
I’m serious, but it shouldn’t have gotten to that point,” Yu said.
Other odd phobias involve various food items.
“I guess I'm afraid of pudding! I absolutely hate it and I
always have, the texture is just weird to me and the way it
jiggles makes me want to puke,” junior Anna Strode said.
Things from a person’s past also can cause current, rational
fears. Traumatizing experiences can affect people’s daily lives.
Senior Josh Clark stopped eating foods he was allergic to
after a traumatic incident.
“The most scared I have ever been was when I choked on a
piece of turkey for two hours. I had eaten a bunch of food that
I was allergic to on Thanksgiving without knowing so my throat

completely swelled up. The next day I tried to have leftover
turkey and it got stuck in my throat. I went to the hospital and
found out I had a lot of food allergies. They had to knock me
out and surgically remove the piece of turkey.”
Senior Kelsey Baich is just short of having Cyclophobia,
which is a response to intense and persistent fear of being
around bicycles or riding a bicycle.
“When I was little I fell off a bike and rolled down a
concrete driveway. I hit my head and passed out. I've been
scared of them ever since,” Baich said.
“It's embarrassing because I’m almost 18 and I can’t ride a
bike, which is a skill most 5-year-old children have mastered.”
If a person has a phobia, they probably realize that their
fear is unreasonable, yet they still can’t control their feelings
which can lead to conflict.
Getting lost can also be a fear various people experience.
Anxiety levels increase when looking for the missing person
and the longer it takes to find them the more panicked the
person appears.
“When I was younger, I was at Bed, Bath, and Beyond and
lost my mom. I was supposed to follow her but I lost her in the
midst of the large beds. I climbed into one of the trash cans
out of fear and I got stuck. I ended up knocking it over and the
workers had to help me out. They called for my mom on the
intercom; it was pretty terrifying.”
Getting over a fear is very difficult. Most people learn to
avoid certain situations that could potentially put them in a
dangerous situation. “I definitely learned the importance of
following directions,” junior Ryan Brown said.

Beauty Meets The Beast
Naeger puts unique make up skills to use
by creating gruesome looks for area haunts
erin coogan • reporter
Haunted
houses are known
for blood, gore
and making
nightmares
become reality;
however, that is
just the finished
product. There
is a lot more to
it than meets
the eye.
Hanna Naeger
From
decorating to actually scaring
people, workers put an extreme
amount of effort into what they do.
There job provides them with the
opportunity to transform a normal
face into a terrifying monster
through the use of makeup.
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Darkness,
“I don’t really know what got me started. One
has reached out to her to
day, I found a picture of a cut on someone’s arm.
work for them.
I thought it would be really cool to recreate it. I
Her job can be very difficult at times.
guess I just found the world of special effects
The process of applying the makeup is rapid.
makeup through that. Anything horror is right up
She has 15-20 minutes to transform a person
my alley,” Naeger said.
into a creature.
Her aunt is a makeup artist for movies, so she
Not only that, but she has to apply makeup to
helps Naeger with her skills.
about 45-50 people in an hour and a half.
At first, she began with shadowing more
“I normally do the more complicated ones
experienced artists at smaller, not so popular
first. The really nasty and gnarly ones take the
houses. Soon she moved up to working at Six
most time, so I do them in the beginning to
Flags at night for the seasonal event, Fright Fest.
spend more time on them. Then it’s on to the
“I learned so much my first year. Everyone is
next one,” Naeger said.
so nice. If you don’t know how to do something,
Some of the easier looks only take from two
they will be there to help 100 percent,” Naeger
to three minutes to do.
said.
“Sometimes I wish I could go scare people,
She thinks her two years of working at Fright
but I am just behind the scenes,” Naeger said.
Fest has helped her develop new skills. One
Naeger is extremely dedicated to her work
of the biggest haunted houses in the area, The
and really seems to enjoy it.

Scariest.
Movie. Lines.
Ever.

“It rubs the lotion on its skin or else it gets the hose
again.” — Buffalo Bill in The Silence of the Lambs
“I see dead people.” — Cole in The Sixth Sense
“They’re heeere.” — Carol Anne in Poltergeist
“I took a souvenir: her pretty head.” — John Doe in
Se7en
“I like to dissect girls. Did you know I’m utterly
insane?” — Patrick Bateman in American Psycho
“A boy’s best friend is his mother.” — Norman
Bates in Psycho
According to: http://www.mtv.com/news/2036548/
creepy-movie-quotes-eye-candy/

What’s the scariest movie
you’ve ever watched?
“The scariest movie I have
ever seen is Sinister. The
movie shows children sitting
in rows the attic watching
videos of other kids killing
their parents. That got to me.”
-Tim Bogar, 12

“My favorite scary movie is
The Last Exorcism because
it took place in Missouri. It is
styled like a documentary film
so when the characters die,
the screen still shows it being
recorded.”
-Brendan McKenna, 12

“The scariest movie I have
seen recently is The Conjuring
It is deeply disturbing not only
because it’s a true story, but
because it shows an infection
of the human soul.”
-Nathan Willard, staff

Which Witch?
Scariest
Can you name these
St. Louis area
Lafayette staff members?
Haunted Houses
The Darkness

1525 South Eighth St.
$23 to $25
Open Friday-Saturday 7 p.m.-midnight
and Sunday 7-9:30 p.m.

Six Flags Fright Fest

Interstate 44 and Six Flags Rd., Eureka
$39.99 to 54.99 plus parking and a
$20 admission fee for all four haunted
houses
6 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Friday nights

Creepyworld

1400 South Old Highway 141, Fenton
$23 to $25
Open Friday-Saturday 7 p.m.-12am and
Sunday 7-9:30 p.m.

Crystal City Underground
700 Crystal Ave., Crystal City
$15 to $30 for haunted maze, $15 to
$30 for haunted barge
Open 7 p.m. on Friday and 1 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The Haunting of Lemp
Brewery

3500 Lemp Ave.
$20 to $28
Open Friday-Saturday 7 p.m.-12 a.m.
and Sunday 7-9:30 p.m.

www.riverfronttimes.com/stlouis/
spooky-truth-a-horror-rankingof-st-louis-best-haunted-houses/
Content?oid=2504540

1. Emily Benner 2. Karen Calcaterra 3. Erin Hagglund 4. Katrina Clark 5. Meg Bargeon 6. Gretchen Whelan

Spook
Season

Oct. 16, 2015

